The Poor in Spirit

Matthew 5

1.
Approaching the Beatitudes

A.
The Structure of the Beatitudes

I.
Blessed

a.
Some Usages

b.
One who enjoys God's __________

II.
A Statement of Identity

III.
A Promise

IV.
The Repetitious Character

B.
Rules to Keep In Mind

I.
The Beatitudes are not Entrance _____________

II.
We Must Look at them through C__________

2.
The Poor In Spirit

A.
This Beatitude is not about a natural...

I.
The Spirit through the Word produces in us...

B.
The Poor

I.
Two N.T. Words

a.
Describes the working poor

b.
Extreme Poverty

i.
Jesus was not though referring to those who are ....

ii.
Instead we think of those who lack spiritual resources

C.
Some Important Reminders

I.
We cannot rescue ourselves

a.
Poor in spirit contrasted with Lk 18

II.
As Christians we have no spiritual strength of our own.

a.
An Example from 2 Cor 12

b.
A Modern contrast of this point

3.
Our Superlative Model

A.
Christ is our Model with the Word

I.
Recall His wilderness testing quoting

a.
He is presented in that as the Ideal Israelite of Psalm 1

B.
Christ our Model In Prayer

4.
The Promise of the Kingdom

A.
The Beatitudes contest the world's values

I.
The World calls us to be...

II.
That spirit has entered the visible Church

a.
How Jesus dealt with it in Revelation.

B.
If we recognize our poverty God's Promise

I.
Sounds like Isaiah 66

C.
Signs of that of being Poor in Spirit
